
Minutes approved by Town Council on October 21, 2019 

  

Town of Amherst 

Town Council Meeting 

Monday, October 7, 2019 6:30 p.m. 

Town Room, Town Hall 

4 Boltwood Avenue 

 

Minutes 
Complete video is available online: https://amherstmedia.org/content/amherst-town-council-october-7-

2019  

 
1. Call to order and declaration of a quorum 

President Griesemer declared the presence of a quorum and called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

Councilors present: Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Griesemer, Hanneke, Pam, Ross, Ryan, Schoen, 

Schreiber, Steinberg, Swartz 

Councilors absent: Councilors Bahl-Milne and De Angelis 

Councilors participating remotely: None 

Others present: Town Manager Paul Bockelman, Clerk of the Council Athena OôKeeffe 

President Griesemer announced audio and video recording by Amherst Media and Mohita Abbaraju.  

2. Announcements 

Tax Classification Public Hearing: 

October 21, 2019 | 6:30 p.m. | Town Room, Town Hall 

Master Plan Public Forum: 

October 28, 2019 | Town Room, Town Hall 

5:30 p.m. - Primer on the Master Plan | 6:30 p.m. - Public Forum 

Four Major Capital Projects Public Dialogue Series: 

November  2019 ï Dates and times to be determined | Various locations; details to follow 

3.  Hearings 

President Griesemer opened the Public Hearing regarding the Eversource petition to install one fully  

owned pole approximately 40 feet southerly of the centerline of Spring Street and approximately 17 feet 
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easterly of the centerline of Churchill Street; also, to install one above grate switching junction 

approximately 30 feet northerly of Spring Street and 23 feet easterly of Churchill Street. 

Councilor questions:  

Councilor Hanneke asked if  the existing joint pole will  remain or be removed. Eversource representative 

Nick Creigle responded that the pole will  shorten by 5 feet but will  remain. 

Councilor Steinberg asked about the reference to beautification in the petition. N.Creigle responded that 

ideally circuits will  be located underground. 

Councilor Hanneke asked why it would not be a jointly owned pole. N. Creigle responded that it would 

be fully  owned upon installation, but there is an option for a utility  to buy onto the pole in the future. 

Public questions - none 

Public in favor - none 

Public in opposition - none 

President Griesemer stated that the Department of Public Works recommends approval of the request. 

President Griesemer closed the hearing at 6:37 pm. 

MOTION : Councilor Pam moved, second by Councilor Ross, to approve the order for pole locations 

titled ñEversource Petition 09-05-2019.ò  

VOTED  10-0-0 (Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Griesemer, Hanneke, Pam, Ross, Ryan, Schoen, 

Steinberg, and Swartz voted Yes; Councilors Bahl-Milne, De Angelis, and Schreiber were absent) to 

approve the order for pole locations titled ñEversource Petition 09-05-2019.ò 

 

Agenda item 7.a. Action Items: Temporary Public Way Request ï 26 Spring Street 

Archipelago Investments representative Kyle Wilson spoke about the request for four parking spaces on 

Spring Street from October 15, 2019 through January 15, 2021. The request is for use of the sidewalk and 

adjacent parking spaces. The Town would be reimbursed for the use of the parking spaces. 

Councilor Steinberg asked about disability access and if  there was consultation with the Disability Access 

Advisory Committee (DAAC). P. Bockelman responded that staff advises referral to DAAC. 

Councilor Pam stated that access would be easier if  the building were smaller.  

Councilor Schoen spoke in favor of referral with questions. Councilor Schoen asked why the bond 

amount for street and sidewalk repair is so low, and if  the fence will  obstruct the street beyond the parking 

spaces so that two cars may not pass at the site. K. Wilson responded that the street beyond the parking 

spaces will  not be obstructed, it is a tight downtown site.  

Councilors discussed the appropriateness and necessity of referral to the Community Resources 

Committee.  

Councilor Brewer asked if  a referral wil l delay construction. P. Bockelman stated that a short-term 

reservation could be requested to cover the period between referral and Council action. 

K. Wilson added that signage can be placed at the corners to direct pedestrians to crosswalks. Excavation 

will  begin shortly. There is a liability  associated with covered structures; essentially pedestrians are 

walking through a construction site. The scaffolding used in major metro areas surrounds a fireproof 

enclosure. The street is not wide enough to divert the sidewalk around the construction area with jersey 

barriers. 

President Griesemer noted that the sidewalk was blocked for a long period at One East Pleasant Street.  

Councilor Hanneke received a public comment regarding the reservation of four parking spaces. 

Councilors Ryan and Brewer spoke in opposition to referral. 

MOTION : Councilor Steinberg moved, second by Councilor Ross, to authorize the temporary use of the 

public way at 26 Spring Street, from October 15, 2019 to January 15, 2021. 
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VOTED  8-1-2 (Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Hanneke, Ross, Ryan, Schreiber, Steinberg and Swartz 

voted Yes; Councilor Pam voted No; Councilors Griesemer and Schoen abstained; Councilors Bahl-

Milne and De Angelis were absent) to authorize the temporary use of the public way at 26 Spring Street, 

from October 15, 2019 to January 15, 2021. 

MOTION : Councilor Steinberg moved, second by Councilor Ryan, to approve the application for 

Archipelago Investments LLC for reservation of four metered parking spaces on the north side of Spring 

Street, as reflected on the map dated October 7, 2019, from October 15, 2019 to January 15, 2021, 24 

hours per day, for a fee of $10.00 per meter per day, for a total of $14,600.00. 

VOTED  8-1-2 (Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Hanneke, Ross, Ryan, Schreiber, Steinberg and Swartz 

voted Yes; Councilor Pam voted No; Councilors Griesemer and Schoen abstained; Councilors Bahl-

Milne and De Angelis were absent) to approve the application for Archipelago Investments LLC for 

reservation of four metered parking spaces on the north side of Spring Street, as reflected on the map 

dated October 7, 2019, from October 15, 2019 to January 15, 2021, 24 hours per day, for a fee of $10.00 

per meter per day, for a total of $14,600.00. 

Agenda item 4. General Public Comment ï none. 

5.  Proclamations and Commemorations 

a. Kanegasaki 40th Anniversary of Life  Long Learning Center 

MOTION : President Griesemer moved, second by Councilor Pam, to approve the Kanegasaki 40th 

Anniversary Proclamation, as presented. 

VOTED  11-0-0 (Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Griesemer, Hanneke, Pam, Ross, Ryan, Schoen, 

Schreiber, Steinberg, Swartz voted Yes; Councilors Bahl-Milne and De Angelis were absent) to approve 

the Kanegasaki 40th Anniversary Proclamation, as presented. 

6.  Presentations and Discussion 

a. University of Massachusetts Public-Private Partnership (P-3) Project Discussion 

University of Massachusetts Staff Present: 

Tony Maroulis, Executive Director of External Relations and University Events 

Nancy Buffone, Associate Vice Chancellor of University Relations 

Shane Conklin, Associate Vice Chancellor of Facilities and Campus Services 

 

Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Griesemer, Ross, and Ryan disclosed their relationships with the University. 

 

Representatives from UMass spoke about the project, which has been in process for six years. The project 

would alleviate housing pressure on local neighborhoods. Public private partnership (P-3) is a financing 

option to provide housing to students without placing a debt burden on the University. After meeting with 

current residents, the University explored ways to keep families with children in their current school 

district. Staff are meeting with families individually to ensure they are relocated within the Wildwood 

district, and the University will  cover moving expenses. Families who are displaced will  be offered space 

in the new units at their current rates. The University has begun to work on a Request for Proposal, and 

the work will  begin in earnest in late fall 2019. 

 

Councilor questions: 

Councilors expressed concern regarding the closing of the family center. 

Councilors asked about the eventual increase in housing capacity. UMass representatives responded that 

50% of the current North Village units are offline, there will  be an increase in beds at the Lincoln Avenue 

Apartments, and the number of units at North Village will  remain the same. 
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Councilor Brewer expressed concern about the lack of play areas at the proposed relocation complexes, 

the closure of the family center, and the displacement of renters at Brandywine and Presidential 

apartments when displaced families move in. 

T. Maroulis responded that all concerns raised will  be brought back to the University administration. The 

play structure may be donated to Brandywine. Between Brandywine and Presidential, there is enough 

space for the displaced families. 

President Griesemer asked about staging the project and property taxes. S. Conklin stated that due to 

underground infrastructure, staging would be unsafe; the project is tax exempt.  

Councilor Hanneke asked about consultation with Town Planning Department, even though the project 

will  be exempt from local zoning. S. Conklin responded that the Town would be consulted. 

Councilor Brewer asked about a living wage for employees hired to work on the project. S. Conklin 

responded that in the past, projects have paid prevailing wages and employed local people. 

 

Public comment: 

Irv Rhodes, of 173 Pondview Drive, commented about projects that produce taxable income. S. Conklin 

responded that there are two projects, in Boston and Dartmouth, that are 501(c)(3); University trustees are 

concerned about student fees. 

John Hornik commented on behalf of the Amherst Municipal Affordable Housing Trust. The trust 

discussed the plan, and members were supportive of replacing the existing housing and adding additional 

housing. Concerns about displacement of families. Asked if  adhering to uniform relocation act 

requirements. Concerns about long-term housing affordability. Gap between enrollment and on campus 

residential capacity, which contributes to undersupply of housing in Amherst. The University enrolled 

800 new students beyond expectations for the fall. J. Hornik urged the Town to reestablish a Town Gown 

Committee.  

Amy Zukerman, of 117 Brittany Manor Drive, spoke about concerns about traffic, parking, and issues 

related to car sharing. 

Connie Kruger, of 15 Hop Brook Road, stated that until we know if  uniform relocation act applies, most 

of the things described are required under that law. It is critical to find out from Town attorney and 

UMass attorney if  the act applies. In 1990, the University engaged in a regional report about housing, 

nothing has changed since then. Affordable housing issues cannot be reduced to a single cause. Amherst 

is a preferred location, any housing that becomes available will  be used. Encourage the University to 

come to the table to talk about housing issues.  

A UMass graduate student and resident of North Village asked how the Town will  hold the University 

accountable for promises made. 

Meg Gage, of 208 Montague Road, a representative of the District 1 Neighborhood Association and 

friend and neighbor to North Village residents, spoke about her experience at North Village, concern for 

the future of housing and for-profit development, and in support of a family friendly international 

community in North Amherst.  

Marcus Opalenik, of 990 North Pleasant Street, commented regarding the limited support network 

available to international families at the North Village, stating the University is often the sole support, and 

expressed concerns about transparency and stress on relocated families.  

A resident and former UMass graduate student of Northampton spoke about displaced individuals at the 

Lincoln apartments, housing affordability issues, housing market, bus routes and limited financial 

resources available to international students. 
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Alexandra Deschamps, a Sunderland resident, requested a forum for residents to speak with the Council, 

and commented that graduate students often stay in Amherst during the summer, send their children to 

local summer camps, and contribute to the local economy. 

A partner of a current UMass graduate student commented about the loss of social support, and the 

disproportionate impact on women, minorities, and international students. 

Nyaradzui Chungamuie, a North village resident, expressed concern that families who have connected 

with one another will  not be placed in the same housing complex, and asked about the Universityôs 

definition of ñfamily.ò 

An Easthampton resident commented about the narrow definition of ñfamilyò and read a letter written by 

a 3rd grade student who lived at the North Village. 

A UMass graduate student and North Village resident commented about affordability  and expressed 

concern about the new units affordability. 

Sarah, a young North Village resident, spoke about her positive experience living at the North Village, 

and about the playground and open space that is not available at the relocation sites. 

Council Discussion: 

Councilor Brewer spoke in opposition to further listening sessions, as the Council has no authority over 

the project. 

Councilors discussed a Town Gown Committee. 

Councilors spoke in favor of broadening the Universityôs definition of ñfamily.ò 

Councilor Ross commented that housing affordability is a problem that exists in Amherst; the University 

did not address displacement of those currently living in Lincoln and Brandywine, and hope that the 

impact of that displacement will  be taken into consideration. 

President Griesemer thanked the University and public for their time and attendance. 

b. Community Dialogue ï Four Major  Capital Projects 

President Griesemer spoke about the initial draft, which outlines proposed plans to hear community input 

about the four capital projects and opened the floor for Councilor comments. 

Councilor Steinberg stated that Finance Committee discussed the plan but did not make a 

recommendation to the Council, as it is not strictly financial. Community engagement is modeled after the 

schoolôs public engagement plan, and Councilor Steinberg noted that some members of the public 

attended multiple sessions and repeated their comments at each session. Finance Committee discussed 

including the cost of inaction regarding the projects and including information about services offered at 

the facilities and consequences to services at the current facilities. 

Councilors discussed: 

¶ Dates and timing of the listening sessions 

¶ How to frame the plan in a way that makes it more clear that decisions have not already been 

made 

¶ Emphasis on the continued cost of failing to act 

¶ Reaching harder to reach people in Town for feedback 

¶ Meeting with residents in areas outside Town Hall 

¶ The potential role and membership of a steering committee 

¶ The purpose of the listening sessions; what questions the Council is seeking input about at the 

sessions, and educating residents 
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¶ The need for a coherent outreach plan, rather than separate entities divorced from the Council 

reaching out separately 

¶ The Councilôs ultimate responsibility to place an override question on the ballot 

¶ The need for information for the Council and residents 

Councilor DuMont commented that the Council should not be involved with this process at all; that the 

Councilôs role should be to vet proposals brought by Town staff. Town Manager should be sponsoring 

these sessions, the Council and Town Manager should remain separate. 

P. Bockelman commented that the discussion raises interesting questions about the Councilôs role. ñOne 

Town One Planò is a positive-sounding approach.  

7.  Action Items 

b. 2019 Town Election [Charter Sec. 7.1] 

Councilor Steinberg asked about a conflict with students and voters in school buildings. P. Bockelman 

stated that November 5 is a professional development day for students. 

Councilor Hanneke asked about consolidation of precincts. P. Bockelman stated that the Town has not 

taken up the issue of polling locations, but could consolidate polling locations to one building in the 

future, if  a suitable location is identified. 

MOTION : Councilor Hanneke moved, second by Councilor Ross, to authorize the warrant for the Town 

Election on Tuesday, November 5, 2019, with polls open from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm. at the following 

locations: 

 Precinct 1: North Zion Church Hall, 1193 North Pleasant Street 

 Precinct 2: North Fire Station, 603 East Pleasant Street 

 Precinct 3: Immanuel Lutheran Church, 867 North Pleasant Street 

 Precinct 4: Large Activity Room, Bangs Community Center, 70 Boltwood Walk 

 Precinct 5: Large Activity Room, Bangs Community Center, 70 Boltwood Walk 

 Precinct 6: Fort River School, 70 South East Street 

 Precinct 7: Crocker Farm School, 280 West Street 

 Precinct 8: Munson Memorial Library, 1046 South East Street 

 Precinct 9: Wildwood School, 71 Strong Street 

 Precinct 10: Glass Room, Bangs Community Center, 70 Boltwood Walk 

VOTED  11-0-0 (Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Griesemer, Hanneke, Pam, Ross, Ryan, Schoen, 

Schreiber, Steinberg, Swartz voted Yes; Councilors Bahl-Milne and De Angelis were absent) to authorize 

the warrant for the Town Election on Tuesday, November 5, 2019, with polls open from 7:00 am to 8:00 

pm. at the following locations: 

 Precinct 1: North Zion Church Hall, 1193 North Pleasant Street 

 Precinct 2: North Fire Station, 603 East Pleasant Street 

 Precinct 3: Immanuel Lutheran Church, 867 North Pleasant Street 

 Precinct 4: Large Activity Room, Bangs Community Center, 70 Boltwood Walk 

 Precinct 5: Large Activity Room, Bangs Community Center, 70 Boltwood Walk 

 Precinct 6: Fort River School, 70 South East Street 

 Precinct 7: Crocker Farm School, 280 West Street 

 Precinct 8: Munson Memorial Library, 1046 South East Street 

 Precinct 9: Wildwood School, 71 Strong Street 

 Precinct 10: Glass Room, Bangs Community Center, 70 Boltwood Walk 

c. Zoning Bylaw Amendments Council Hearing Policy [MGL Ch.40A, Sec.5] 
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Councilor Ryan reported that Governance, Organization, and Legislation Committee voted to recommend 

that the Community Resources Committee hold public hearings, and to hold joint public hearings with the 

Planning Board whenever feasible. 

Councilor Schoen commented that other towns do hearings this way. 

Councilor Brewer requested that the motions be split into two separate actions. 

MOTION : Councilor Ryan moved, second by Councilor Swartz, to designate the Community Resources 

Committee (CRC) as the committee to hold public hearings under MGL Ch. 40A Sec. 5. 

VOTED : 11-0-0 (Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Griesemer, Hanneke, Pam, Ross, Ryan, Schoen, 

Schreiber, Steinberg, Swartz voted Yes; Councilors Bahl-Milne and De Angelis were absent) to designate 

the Community Resources Committee (CRC) as the committee to hold public hearings under MGL Ch. 

40A Sec. 5. 

MOTION : Councilor Ryan moved, second by Councilor Pam, to direct the Community Resources 

Committee (CRC) to hold joint hearings under MGL Ch. 40A Sec. 5 together with the Planning Board 

whenever feasible. 

VOTED : 11-0-0 (Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Griesemer, Hanneke, Pam, Ross, Ryan, Schoen, 

Schreiber, Steinberg, Swartz voted Yes; Councilors Bahl-Milne and De Angelis were absent) to direct the 

Community Resources Committee (CRC) to hold joint hearings under MGL Ch. 40A Sec. 5 together with 

the Planning Board whenever feasible. 

d. Amendments to Rules of Procedure Rule 8, relating to proclamations and 

commemorations and citations 

Councilor Ryan explained about the four proposed changes to rule 8. 

Councilor Schoen commented about the necessity of the rule. 

Councilor Brewer spoke in favor of the change. 

Councilor Ross spoke in favor of the change, that it clarifies the process to members of the public and 

diffuses the power of the Council President. 

Councilor Pam spoke in favor of the change, and added that two Councilors should be sponsors. 

Councilors DuMont and Schoen suggested clarifying that there is an alternate avenue for members of the 

public to bring items to the Council per the Charter. 

Councilor Steinberg commented that the FAQ was very useful, and should be sent to anyone interested in 

bringing items to the Council.  

e. Revision of Governance, Organization, and Legislation Committee Charge 

President Griesemer stated this item will  be delayed to October 21, as the revision to Rule 8 has not been 

acted upon.  

8.  Appointments 

a. Confirmation  of Town Manager Appointments  

(1) Community Development Block Grant  Advisory Committee [Charter, Sec 2.11(b)] 

Councilor Ross stated that Outreach, Communications, and Appointments Committee (OCA) voted 

unanimously to recommend approval of the Town Managerôs appointments to the committee. 

 

MOTION : Councilor Ross moved, second by Councilor Ryan, to approve the following Town Manager 

appointments to the Community Development Block Grant Advisory Committee, effective immediately, 
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as recommended by the Outreach, Communications, and Appointments Committee report of October 7, 

2019: 

¶ For a three-year term to expire June 30, 2022: 

o Gail Lansky (reappointment) 

¶ For a two-year term to expire June 30, 2021: 

o Stephanie Leombruno 

VOTED  11-0-0 (Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Griesemer, Hanneke, Pam, Ross, Ryan, Schoen, 

Schreiber, Steinberg, Swartz voted Yes; Councilors Bahl-Milne and De Angelis were absent) to approve 

the following Town Manager appointments to the Community Development Block Grant Advisory 

Committee, effective immediately, as recommended by the Outreach, Communications, and 

Appointments Committee report of October 7, 2019: 

¶ For a three-year term to expire June 30, 2022: 

o Gail Lansky (reappointment) 

¶ For a two-year term to expire June 30, 2021: 

o Stephanie Leombruno 

(2) Water Supply Protection Committee [Charter, Sec 2.11(b)] 

Councilor Ross stated that OCA voted unanimously to recommend approval of the Town Managerôs 

appointments to the committee. 

MOTION : Councilor Ross moved, second by Councilor Ryan, to approve the following Town Manager 

appointments to the Water Supply Protection Committee, effective immediately, as recommended by the 

Outreach, Communications, and Appointments Committee report of October 7, 2019: 

¶ For a three-year term to expire June 30, 2022: 

o Linda Arsenault 

o Anna Martini 

o John Tobiason (reappointment) 

¶ For a two-year term to expire June 30, 2021: 

o Lyons Witten (reappointment) 

o Brian Yellen (reappointment) 

VOTED  11-0-0 (Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Griesemer, Hanneke, Pam, Ross, Ryan, Schoen, 

Schreiber, Steinberg, Swartz voted Yes; Councilors Bahl-Milne and De Angelis were absent) to approve 

the following Town Manager appointments to the Water Supply Protection Committee, effective 

immediately, as recommended by the Outreach, Communications, and Appointments Committee report of 

October 7, 2019: 

¶ For a three-year term to expire June 30, 2022: 

o Linda Arsenault 

o Anna Martini 

o John Tobiason (reappointment) 

¶ For a two-year term to expire June 30, 2021: 

o Lyons Witten (reappointment) 

o Brian Yellen (reappointment) 

(3) Town Clerk  [Charter, Sec. 2.10(a)] 

Councilor Ross stated that the Outreach, Communications, and Appointments Committee voted 

unanimously to recommend approval of the Town Managerôs appointment of Shavena Martin as Town 

Clerk. 



October 7, 2019 Town Council Meeting 

 

9 | P a g e 

Minutes approved by Town Council on October 21, 2019 

Councilor Hanneke asked about the press release prior to the Town Managerôs memo. P. Bockelman 

stated that normally the Town would not issue a press release prior to the Town Manager filing an 

appointment memo. 

MOTION : Councilor Ross moved, second by Councilor Ryan, to approve the Town Managerôs 

appointment of Shavena Martin as Town Clerk, as filed with the Town Clerk on October 7, 2019, and 

recommended by the Outreach, Communications, and Appointments Committee report of October 7, 

2019. 

VOTED  11-0-0 (Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Griesemer, Hanneke, Pam, Ross, Ryan, Schoen, 

Schreiber, Steinberg, Swartz voted Yes; Councilors Bahl-Milne and De Angelis were absent) to approve 

the Town Managerôs appointment of Shavena Martin as Town Clerk, as filed with the Town Clerk on 

October 7, 2019, and recommended by the Outreach, Communications, and Appointments Committee 

report of October 7, 2019. 

b. President Appointments [Charter Sec. 2.2(b)] 

President Griesemer stated that Councilors Schoen, Pam, DuMont and Griesemer have been appointed by 

the President to the Town Manager and Council Goals Ad Hoc Committee. 

 

9.  Committee Reports 

a.  Audit  Committee ï no report. 

b.  Bylaw Review Committee ï Councilor De Angelis stated that the approval process will  begin in 

December, and asked that time be set aside at an upcoming meeting to discuss the process of adopting 

General Bylaws.  

c.  Community Resources Committee ï Councilor Hanneke thanked Councilor Schreiber for his 

leadership of the committee. The committee provided a written report, will  be discussing Spring Street 

in November, report on the housing policy in late October or November, and is working with Assistant 

Town Manager David Ziomek to hold a joint meeting with the Transportation Advisory Committee 

regarding speed limits. 

d.  Town Manager and Council Goals - no report. 

e.  Finance Committee ï Councilor Steinberg reported that the committee will  issue a written report prior 

to the next meeting regarding Centennial and Hickory Ridge. Upcoming discussions will  include 

financial considerations of the housing policy, and the percent for art bylaw. 

f.  Governance, Organization, and Legislation Committee ï Councilor Ryan reported that a revised 

revision to Council Rules regarding ad hoc committees and work groups will  be brought to the Council 

for consideration soon.  

g.  Outreach, Communications, and Appointments Committee ï Councilor Ross reported that OCA is 

busy with appointments and discussions. OCA voted to recommend that the Council separate 

Community Activity  Forms (CAFs) for Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, and non-voting 

Finance Committee members. The proposed action would allow greater control over CAFs, allow the 

Council to have control over applicant pool from the beginning, and eliminate a problem with selecting 

multiple boxes on a CAF. If  the proposed motion is passed, OCA would return to the Council with 

proposed changes to the CAF. Councilor Hanneke noted that the website should make the distinction 

between the two types of CAFs clear, and that an applicant may submit both types. Councilor DuMont 

commented that the proposed process would be more transparent.  

MOTION : Councilor Ross moved, second by Councilor Pam, to separate the existing Community 

Activity  Form for the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, and the non-voting resident members of 

the Finance Committee as a separate Community Activity  Form that is automatically distributed to all 

Town Council members. 



October 7, 2019 Town Council Meeting 

 

10 | P a g e 

Minutes approved by Town Council on October 21, 2019 

VOTED  11-0-0 (Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Griesemer, Hanneke, Pam, Ross, Ryan, Schoen, 

Schreiber, Steinberg, Swartz voted Yes; Councilors Bahl-Milne and De Angelis were absent) to separate 

the existing Community Activity  Form for the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, and the non-

voting resident members of the Finance Committee as a separate Community Activity  Form that is 

automatically distributed to all Town Council members. 

h.  Percent for  Art  Bylaw Ad Hoc Committee ï Councilor Schoen reported that the committee reviewed 

issues raised with original bylaw, and will  meet again tomorrow with presentation from the comptroller 

about what can and cannot be done when collecting money for a specific use.  

10. Approval  of Minutes 

MOTION:  President Griesemer moved, second by Councilor Steinberg, to amend the minutes of June 

24, 2019 as presented, approve the minutes of the September 21, 2019 Town Council Retreat as 

presented, approve the minutes of the September 23, 2019 Public Forum as presented, and approve the 

minutes of the September 23, 2019 Council Meeting as presented. 

VOTED  11-0-0 (Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Griesemer, Hanneke, Pam, Ross, Ryan, Schoen, 

Schreiber, Steinberg, Swartz voted Yes; Councilors Bahl-Milne and De Angelis were absent) to amend 

the minutes of June 24, 2019 as presented, approve the minutes of the September 21, 2019 Town Council 

Retreat as presented, approve the minutes of the September 23, 2019 Public Forum as presented, and 

approve the minutes of the September 23, 2019 Council Meeting as presented. 

11. Town Managerôs Report 

Town Manager Paul Bockelman stated the next Cup Oô Joe with the Town Manager will  feature 

Economic Development Director Geoff Kravitz. On Monday, November 11, there will  be a Community 

Breakfast followed by a walk to the North Common at 11:00 to raise the flag in recognition of Veteransô 

Day. New staff at Craigôs Doors has been hired. Congratulations to the Town Finance Department for 

closing FY19 and working with the Department of Revenue to secure free cash. The purchase and sale 

agreement for Hickory Ridge has been extended to December 1. 

Councilor DuMont asked about applying for a grant to pay for an electric school bus in the next few 

months. There is an option to share customer support with Northampton if  both cities buy electric busses. 

Councilor DuMont urged the Town Manager to take advantage of grant opportunities for electric 

vehicles. 

Councilor Brewer commented about the pool closing at UMass, and asked how it was previously paid for. 

President Griesemer recused herself from this topic, due to a conflict of interest due to her relationship 

with the Donahue Institute. P. Bockelman stated that previously Joint Capital Planning Committee funds 

were used. Councilor Brewer asked for documentation. Councilor Steinberg stated that the pool has been 

in crisis for several years. In August, they announced that it would have to close. LSSE is exploring the 

middle school or Hampshire College as potential alternatives. 

Councilor Schoen asked about renovation plans for the north Amherst library. P. Bockelman responded 

that there were several options for renovations, there is a small addition for two bathrooms downstairs. 

Councilor Ryan asked about outings previously sponsored by the Senior Center, now are sponsored by 

the Friends of the Senior Center.  

Councilor Pam stated that several senior residents made comments about the poor state of the sidewalks. 

Councilor Hanneke applauded the Public Works Department for involving the homeownerôs association 

in the redesign and paving process in her neighborhood.  

12. Town Council Comments 
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President Griesemer reminded Councilors to send list of priorities from the retreat, and noted that future 

agenda items will  be shared. 

13. Topics Not Reasonably Anticipated by the President 48 Hours in Advance - None 

14. Executive Session - None 

15. Adjourn   

MOVED: President Griesemer moved, second by Councilor Hanneke to adjourn. 

VOTED  11-0-0 (Councilors Brewer, DuMont, Griesemer, Hanneke, Pam, Ross, Ryan, Schoen, 

Schreiber, Steinberg, Swartz voted Yes; Councilors Bahl-Milne and De Angelis were absent) to adjourn 

at 10:52 on October 7, 2019. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Athena OôKeeffe 

Clerk of the Council 

 

Record of Agenda Packet Materials and Documents Presented 

0. 10-07-2019 FINAL Town Council Agenda 

0. Draft Motions for Town Council 10-07-2019 

3. 2019 Oct 7 Eversource pole request Spring ST Memo from G Mooring 

3. Eversource Petition 9-5-2019 

3. Eversource Petition 9-5-2019 

3. Legal Ad Public Hearing Eversource Petition 10-7-2019 

3. Public Hearing - Eversource Petition for Poles, Wires and Underground Locations - Publication Date 

September 27, 2019 

5.a. Kanegasaki Proclamation FINAL 

5.a. Kanegasaki Proclamation rev 10-2-19 - formatting revisions 

6.a. Letter from UMass to North Village Residents 09-27-2019 

6.b. Plan for Communty Dialogue as of 9-27-19 v.4 

7.a. 20191007 Town Council - 26 Spring Street Letter 

7.a. 20191007 Town Council - 26 Spring Street Plan 

7.a. Town Council Public Ways Policy - FINAL 05-06-2019 

7.b. 2019 Election Warrant 

7.c. 7.d. 7.e. 9.f 2019-10-02 GOLReport to Town Council 

7.d. Council Rules of Procedure-revised 2019-09-09 - Proposed 2019-09-11 GOL Revisions to Rule 8 

7.d. Proposed Revisions to Town Council Rules of Procedure - Slides for 2019-09-23 TC Meeting 

7.d. Resolutions, Proclamations, Citations and Commemorations FAQ 10-1-2019 

7.e. GOL_Charge_Revised5-22-2019 and 2019-08-15 

7a. Public Way Request - 26 Spring Street - Town Manager Memo - 10-02-2019 

8.a.1. CDBG Advisory Committee Appointments - 09-18-2019 Revised 

8.a.1., 8.a.2., 9.g. 2019-10-07 OCA Report to Town Council 

8.a.2. Water Supply Protection Committee Appointments - 09-18-2019 Revised 

8.a.3. 2019-10-07 Report to Town Council Supplement 

8.a.3. Shavena Martin - Cover Letter and Resume 
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8.a.3. Town Clerk Appointment - 10-07-2019 

8.a.3. Town Clerk Appointment Job Ad and Description 

8.b. Memo to regarding appointments to Town Manager and Town Council Goals Ad hoc Committee 9-

8-10 

9.c. 2019-09-25 CRC Report to Town Council 

10.a. 06-24-2019 APPROVED Town Council Open Meeting of the Residents Minutes 07-01-2019 rev 

10-2-19 

10.a. Complaint Re Minutes of 6-24 Open Meeting of the Residents 

10.b. 09-21-2019 DRAFT Town Council Retreat Minutes 

10.c.1. 09-23-2019 DRAFT Town Council Minutes Public Forum 

10.c.2. 09-23-2019 DRAFT Town Council Minutes regular meeting 

11. Town Manager Report 10-07-2010 

 


